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ABSTRACT Due to heavy mining activities the yield of cowpea is decreasing drastically at the valleys of Sukinda
and Kalipani, in Orissa. To improve plant growth and yield and mine soil status, biofertilisers like Rhizobium and
VAM fungi (Glomus mosseae) were selected and tested in nursery conditions. Dual inoculation of Rhizobium and
VAM, showed much better plant growth than single strain inoculation. Dilution of mine soil with sand (25%)
further improves growth and nodulation of Cowpea.
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